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twenty years of settled system and continuous order
under one man, makes Walpole's government of- capital
and decisive importance in our history, and constitutes
not an artificial division like the reign of a king, "but a
true and definite period, with a beginning, an end, a
significance, and a unity of its own.

Parliamentary government has been said to prevent
great shocks, but to multiply small ones. From the
critical state of the time Walpole was ceaselessly exposed
to these small shocks, and the vigour with which he
circumvented the*cabals that from the first year to the
last surrounded and confronted him, was only less im-
portant to the security of the great public bulwark of
his power, than the success with which he surmounted
grave difficulties of state. It would have been easy for
Walpole in South Sea affairs to avenge old grievances on
Sunderland and others. As it was he chose the magnani-
mous course of insisting, even at the expense of much
unpopularity for Himself, on the most lenient counsels
that Parliament could be persuaded to allow. But the
jealous and unquiet Sunderland, even in the hour of his
disgrace, was again busy on devices for displacing the
new rival in the royal favour. He hit upon the extra-
ordinary expedient of suggesting to the king that he
should create Walpole Postmaster-General for life. His
calculation was that the large pay would tempt a man of
narrow fortune; that if Walpole accepted, he would be
incapable of sitting in Parliament; while, if he refused,
he would offend the king. The king, however, baulked
the childish plan by asking whether Walpole desired the
proposal or knew of it. Sunderland confessed that ha
did not. "Then," said the king, "do .not make him. theof the Howt of Lords a*e
